Hoffman Neighborhood Association Meeting:
October 14, 2008

5:30-7pm 

Pleasant Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3327 Toledano st:
Attendance:

Residents: 20
NORA: 3
NDF: 2
TOTAL: 25
Opening Prayer and Announcement of Officers

Agenda: 

-New Orleans Development Authority (NORA) is here to speak about Katrina Cottage development plans for the neighborhood
-Entergy New Orleans is here to speak about energy saving tips and any questions you may have

Entergy New Orleans:


-Each attendee received an “Energywise” kit to reduce energy usage in their homes, as well as the “8 Simple Steps” brochure on reducing your energy bill


-Energywise Kit includes weather stripping for sealing leaks, an air filter whistle, and energy efficient fluorescent lights



-Every degree below 78 degrees on the thermostat increases your bill by 3%



-Water heater jackets lower energy costs as does regular furnace maintenance

Question: What is cheaper, a fixed utility rate or not?

-Answer: A fixed rate is often the better solution for households on fixed incomes and for budgeting because the rate stays the same throughout the year. Because the fixed rate is an average the yearly cost is almost the same as the regular adjustable rate. 
Question: Can you install Fluorescent light bulbs outside?


-Answer: No for example to use them as spotlights you would need special sized bulbs. If you contact Entergy they can help you find the correct product for outside use

Question: Can you install Fluorescent light bulbs in enclosed areas?


-Answer: No because fluorescent bulbs contain mercury and require ventilation. It is best to use them in an area that has air being exchanged and is not enclosed.

Question: Can you install Fluorescent light bulbs in indoor ceiling fans?


-Answer: Yes if the light sockets are open at the bottom and not fully enclosed. If they are under glass or are otherwise enclosed they will build up mercury gas and can be unsafe 
Question: What about water in the gas lines?

-Answer: This has been an issue, it causes water heaters to go out and other inconveniences. If you hear a gurgling sound in the line there may be water in the line. If you are experiencing varying gas levels on the stove or fluttering of the flame, it is a sign of water in the line.



-Entergy is only responsible for the gas line from the street to the gas meter, it is up to residents to maintain gas lines in the house 



-Entergy is working on upgrading all city gas lines to be high pressure which should reduce the problem in the future

Question: What is the Fuel Adjustment Charge?


-Answer: The fuel adjustment charge is the actual price of the fuel used, it is passed on to the consumer without any additions by Entergy.


-Entergy is currently working on decreasing rates in partnership with the New Orleans City Council

New Orleans Redevelopment Authority (NORA): John T Marshall
AAHP Katrina Cottage Presentation:  (Slides distributed with details and designs/floor plans)

-People who received FEMA assistance have priority because the funding is coming from FEMA


-Cypress Developers picked by FEMA to be developer for sites

-Size of Katrina Cottage: Slides of different styles passed around   



-Design will be between 800-1112sq ft



-Will be one 1500sq ft house in each area
-Sale Price: The houses will be put up for sale at market rates as to not negatively impact the housing values in the existing housing stock of the neighborhood



-Soft Second Mortgage financing up to $65,000 may be available

Question: Is the Soft 2nd forgivable? Fully or not fully forgivable?
Answer: May only be a percentage that is forgivable of Soft 2nd mortgage
Question: What is a  Soft 2nd Mortgage?

Answer:   Basically a zero interest loan for the difference between the purchase price of the house and what the bank can give you as financing
Question:Can having a Soft 2nd Mortgage help you when you go to the bank for a mortgage?
Answer: NO, Having the promise of a soft second mortgage doesn’t help with bank negotiations. The first note for the property comes from the bank, the 2nd note is from NORA for the difference between what financing the bank can provide and the purchase price of the house (NORA funds the gap). 
Question:Is NORA working with any surveyors or can recommend any?
Answer: NO, but the developers of the sites might be using surveyors and could recommend one

Fred Johnson from NDF:      Listen carefully to language attached to Soft Second mortgage

-Homebuyer training to look at credit and funding options

-Amount is “up to” $65,000, you have to see what you can qualify for and the amount may not be the full $65,000

Question: Is Cypress the only developer?
Answer: There will be other developers for other sites eventually, but the state and FEMA have contracted Cypress

Question: Are the homes totally electric?
Answer: Not sure, NORA will check
Question: Will the developers build on private lots?
Answer: Not sure, NORA will check
John T Marshall from NORA:       Price per square foot will be closer to $180-185 versus $200 as previously thought

-End of this month NORA will get several hundred lots


-These additional properties will continue in over the next two years


-There will most likely be an additional Hoffman area RFP

Question: Will the lots just sit there until the next RFP?
Answer: YES, but many lots are already spoken for/have interest from developers

Question: If Cypress doesn’t build on the lots, what will happen to them?
Answer: Not sure, NORA will check
Alvin Smith: Uptown Recycling

-Wants community to know that if it doesn’t support a recycling facility on 3119 Jackson, then he will not do it
-Wants a chance to sell his property, not just be run off

-What can Uptown Recycling do to support the community?
Kim Washington of NDF:


-Has tried to contact you about copper thefts in Hoffman area and witnesses at Uptown recycling but has been repeatedly hung up on by manager

Alvin Smith:   My company is not the only one recycling copper

Announcements:  

-Possible Broadmoor Improvement Agency grant opportunity



-Planning grant discussion Oct 22 11-10pm 4520 S. Derbigny st


-CCRA Homeowner legal issues workshop Oct 21 5:30-7:30 at 1809 Oretha Castle Haley


-Mid City town hall meeting Oct 25 10am with Stacey Head

Fred Johnson from NDF:    What is the official HTNA position on the NORA/Cypress proposal? 


-Community and officers need more time to respond
Concluded with a prayer

NEXT MEETING: May 13, 2008 5:30-7pm
